
Book Review: The Animal Parliament. Hidden Scandals
 
Strengths:
Engaging Satire: The book delivers sharp political satire through its 
anthropomorphic characters, making it accessible and entertaining for older 
teens and adults.
 
Strong World-Building: The clever use of animal roles to mirror societal 
structures is both inventive and immersive.
 
Dynamic Dialogue: The dialogue is witty and realistic, effectively propelling 
the plot while revealing character motives and personality.
 
Areas for Improvement:
Depth of Secondary Characters: While the main characters like Iva Hoppit 
and Glenda Glide are well-developed, some secondary characters feel 
underexplored. A deeper dive into their motivations could enrich the narrative.
 
Pacing in Subplots: Certain subplots, such as the inquiry findings and media 
frenzy, could be tightened to maintain narrative momentum. Conversely, the 
opposition leader Norman Bushytail's storyline could be expanded to balance 
perspectives.
 
Illustrative Elements: If illustrations are included, they could benefit from 
more intricate detail to complement the rich descriptions in the text. Stylized 
depictions of the animals in their "political" roles would enhance engagement.
 
Suggested Story Directions:
A Rise of Grassroots Movements: Introduce a new faction led by lesser-seen 
animals (e.g., hedgehogs or quokkas), symbolizing grassroots activism against 
corruption. Their efforts could expose systemic issues overlooked by 
mainstream politics.
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Internal Betrayals: Develop a subplot involving internal betrayal within Iva’s 
party. Perhaps Freddy Fringe grows disillusioned and starts leaking 
information to the opposition.
 
International Animal Politics: Expand the scope by including representatives 
from neighboring animal nations, introducing diplomatic challenges and 
alliances.
 
Additional Animal Characters:
Wise Turtle Ombudsman: A slow-moving but highly perceptive arbiter who 
mediates disputes and offers sage advice, embodying impartiality and 
wisdom.
 
Cunning Fox Investigator: A sly and resourceful detective working for the 
opposition, determined to uncover scandals and expose the truth.
 
Eloquent Peacock Activist: A charismatic and flamboyant campaigner 
advocating for transparency and accountability, using public performances to 
rally the populace.
 
Stoic Buffalo Auditor: A diligent and unflinching financial expert tasked with 
auditing government spending, whose findings shake the foundations of the 
administration.
 
Mole Archivist: A quiet but observant archivist working in the shadows, 
uncovering buried records that expose long-forgotten truths.
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Expanded Themes:
Youth Rebellion: Introduce a subplot involving younger animals, like tech-savvy 
meerkats or rebellious raccoons, using digital platforms to challenge the 
establishment.
 
Climate and Environment: Bring in a group of environmental advocates, such as 
platypuses or koalas, to critique government policies affecting habitats.
Public Sentiment: Show more of the general public’s response through a 
recurring character, such as a kangaroo mail courier who interacts with 
everyday animals, reflecting their perspectives


